Current provision of care for older persons in A & E units in the UK.
This study investigates the state of care for older persons within Accident and Emergency (A & E) units in the UK. As the proportion of older persons in the population continues to inexorably increase, A & E units will be expected to cope with a greater number of older people than ever before. Are they prepared for this increase, and do they possess the skills, knowledge and environment to care adequately for older people and the many special problems they present? One hundred A & E units were surveyed by a postal questionnaire consisting of a benchmark of best practice deemed by literature search and expert opinion to be important in caring for older persons in A & E. The data produced gives an overall picture of the current provision of care for older persons in A & E units, and indicates to fellow A & E nursing professionals where current performance may be improved.